Tuberculosis is in the top 10 causes of death worldwide, being one of the most deadly infectious diseases. It is estimated that one of three people from the entire earth population has a latent infection with M tuberculosis. This aerobic bacterium possesses the ability to persist in host tissues for years and to begin replication once immunity declines.
Introduction
Tuberculosis is an infectious disease with a considerable incidence worldwide, especially in developing countries. It is becoming a resurgent problem in developed countries, especially in association with the immunodeficiency states. The digestive tract is the sixth most frequent form of extrapulmonary tuberculosis with predilect location in the ileocecal segment (1) .
Tuberculous appendicitis is rarely reported even in endemic areas (2) .
Because it has a nonspecific clinical presentation, the diagnosis of appendicular tuberculosis is usually made after histopathological examination of the appendectomy specimen. We report the case of appendicular tuberculosis in a 17-year-old woman with no evidence of other location of disease elsewhere in the body. Once the diagnosis of tuberculosis is made, antitubercular therapy is required using standard antituberculous drugs (13, 14) .
Case Report
epithelioid cells delimiting and isolating the bacili in a low active state within its center (5).
Conclusions
Tuberculosis of the gastrointestinal tract occurs most often in the context of lung disease and rarely as a primitive form. The predilect location of lesions is in the ileoceal region.
Appendicular tuberculosis is a rare condition even in endemic areas. It has a nonspecific presentation and deffinitive diagnosis is possible after histopathological examination.
After solving acute surgical complications medical therapy with antituberculous drugs is required.
